Are antibodies reactive with chondrocyte proteins enriched in synovial fluids of patients with rheumatoid arthritis?
In this study we examined the reactivity of synovial fluid (SF) antibodies (Abs) from patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) against chondrocyte proteins. The levels of IgG, IgM and IgA in the synovial fluids varied from patient to patient, but were similar to the levels found in each individual's serum. Although the Abs in SF and serum of RA patients reacted with several molecular weight classes of chondrocyte proteins, this reactivity was very low. Synovial fluid and serum Abs from the same patients reacted with similar chondrocyte proteins and to a similar extent, suggesting that the level of Abs reactive with chondrocyte proteins is not enriched in the SF. These data demonstrate that SF from RA patients contain high levels of Abs, however, there is very little reactivity with chondrocyte proteins beyond that observed in serum of normal and RA patients.